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EU imposes final AD and CVD duties on 
imports of Chinese Solar Panels 

On December 2nd 2013 the European Union (EU) imposed definitive countervailing (CVD) 

duties and anti-dumping (AD) duties on imports of solar panels and cells originating in 

or consigned from China. It also confirmed its earlier decision to accept an undertaking 

from certain Chinese exporters.  

 

 

Background 

Towards the end of 2012, the EU launched anti-dumping 

and countervailing (anti-subsidy) investigations on 

imports of solar panels (PV modules) and cells originating 

in or consigned from China.    

Following the imposition of provisional anti-dumping 

duties (but not provisional countervailing duties), the EU 

and China sought a more amicable agreement, due to the 

size and importance of the solar industry. After receiving 

signed commitments from several Chinese exporters to 

keep their prices above a certain floor, the EU decided, on 

2 August 2013, to accept this voluntary price undertaking.   

Practically, as of 6 August 2013, the price undertaking 

applied for an annual volume of Chinese imports that 

covered part of the overall European solar market. For any 

Chinese exports exceeding this annual volume, the average 

anti-dumping duty of 47.6% had to be paid.  

 

Final determinations 

The EU reached three separate determinations. First, it 

will impose definitive anti-dumping duties. Second, a 

definitive countervailing duty will be imposed. Both duties 

are to be imposed for a period of 2 years, entering into 

force on 6 December 2013.  

Finally, the EU decided to confirm and update the 

undertaking from a number of Chinese companies with a 

view to entering into force on 6 December 2013. 
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Details of the decisions 

Interestingly, the EU imposed countervailing duties equal 

to the subsidy margins found for each cooperating 

company. Moreover, in accordance with the lesser duty 

rule, anti-dumping duties were imposed only up to the 

injury margins found, as this was lower than the dumping 

margins. The duty rates are: 

• Definitive anti-dumping duties ranging from 27.3% to 

64.9% for cooperating parties in the investigation, with 

a residual anti-dumping duty of 53.4% for all other 

companies; and 

• Definitive countervailing (anti-subsidy) duties 

ranging from 3.5% to 11.5% for cooperating companies 

in the investigation, with a residual anti-subsidy duty of 

11.5% for all other companies. One company (Delsolar) 

was not given a countervailing duty. 

The above duty rates apply to Chinese solar panel 

exporters that do not participate in the price undertaking. 

The undertaking, among other things, now includes the 

anti-subsidy case in the undertaking and is extended to 

some additional companies.  

Although the Commission declined to disclose the exact 

values of the undertakings accepted, roughly 75% of 

Chinese solar panel exports to the EU are now covered by 

the undertaking, and are hence not subject to any anti-

dumping or anti-subsidy duties.  
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