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Let’s talk
For a deeper discussion 

of how this issue might 

affect your business, 

please contact:

2020 tax filing season

SARS has encouraged taxpayers 

and tax practitioners to use the 

digital and electronic platforms that 

are available to them in order to 

reduce the number of individuals 

visiting branches. However, 

taxpayers who require assistance to 

submit their tax returns will be 

allowed to visit a SARS branch 

between 1 September and 22 

October 2020. Such taxpayers are 

required to book an appointment 

through the SARS booking system 

before visiting the branch for 

assistance. 

The period between 1 September 

and 22 October 2020 will also serve 

as the 2020 filing season period for 

taxpayers who are unable to file 

electronically.

Provisional taxpayers will still have 

until the end of January 2021 to file 

their returns, and the 2020 filing 

season for provisional taxpayers will 

be from 1 September 2020 to 31 

January 2021.

In previous years, the annual 

filing season has commenced at 

the beginning of July. 

However, as per an 

announcement on the SARS 

website, the 2020 filing season 

will commence on Tuesday, 1 

September 2020, and end on 

Monday, 16 November 2020. This 

means taxpayers will have 

approximately 11 weeks to submit 

their returns. The delay in the 

2020 filing season is due to the 

current national lockdown due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic. 

SARS has indicated that 

enhancements have been made 

to simplify filing, and has 

promised to pre-populate 

taxpayer returns more accurately 

as a result of technological 

advancements and being able to 

access third party data. Selected 

taxpayers will also be auto-

assessed by SARS.

In brief

Although the 2020 tax filing season dates are yet to be formally gazetted, 

the South African Revenue Service (‘SARS’) has informally published these 

dates on its website. This Tax Alert provides a few pointers regarding the 

upcoming filing season.

In detail
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Auto-assessment

SARS will issue selected taxpayers with a proposed 

assessment. These taxpayers will have the ability to 

view, accept, or edit the information provided by 

SARS  through the MobiApp or E-filing website. 

SARS has indicated that taxpayers selected for auto-

assessment will receive an sms notification during 

the month of  August. However, the edit functionality 

will only be available to them from 1 September 2020 

should they want to amend their tax returns.

In closing

Further details regarding the 2020 filing season will 

be provided in the notice published by SARS in the 

Government Gazette. Taxpayers should wait for the 

notice before making assumptions and consult with 

their tax advisors to avoid disputes with SARS.


