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Let’s talk
For a deeper discussion 

of how this issue might 

affect your business, 

please contact:

Notice of 2020 filing season

– Electronically with the 

assistance of a SARS official 

at a SARS branch (provided 

that an appointment is made 

through the SARS booking 

system beforehand).

Persons required to 

submit returns

The following are key categories 

of persons required to submit 

returns:

• Every company or other juristic 

person that is not a resident 

and that:

– carried on a trade through a 

permanent establishment in 

South Africa;

– derived income from a 

source in South Africa; or

– derived any capital gain or 

loss from a disposal of an 

asset to which the Eighth 

Schedule of the Income Tax 

Act, 1962 (‘the Act’), applies.

General

The official 2020 tax season will 

start on Tuesday, 1 September, 

while auto-assessments will be 

issued during August, (as 

previously indicated in our Alert of 

10 June).

The prescribed forms required for 

income tax return submission are 

obtainable on the SARS website.

Manner in which returns 

must be submitted

The following platforms must be 

used by taxpayers to submit  their 

income tax returns:

• Companies must file returns 

electronically using the eFiling 

website.

• Individuals and trusts may file 

their returns through the 

following platforms:

– the eFiling platform (if 

registered on eFiling); or

In brief

Following a media release relating to the 2020 filing season on 25 June 

2020, SARS issued Notice No. 741 in Government Gazette No. 43495 on 

Friday 3 July in terms of which taxpayers are notified to submit their tax 

returns for the 2020 year of assessment. 

Our previous Tax Alert dated 10 June gave a few early pointers regarding 

the 2020 filing season operating procedures, periods for filing returns and 

auto-assessment process.  This Alert discusses the submission 

requirements announced in the Gazette on 3 July.Kyle Mandy
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This Alert is provided by PricewaterhouseCoopers Tax Services (Pty) 

Ltd for information only, and does not constitute the provision of 

professional advice of any kind. The information provided herein should 

not be used as a substitute for consultation with professional advisers. 

Before making any decision or taking any action, you should consult a 

professional adviser who has been provided with all the pertinent facts 

relevant to your particular situation. No responsibility for loss 

occasioned to any person acting or refraining from acting as a result of 

using the information in the Alert can be accepted by 

PricewaterhouseCoopers Tax Services (Pty) Ltd, 

PricewaterhouseCoopers Inc. or any of the directors, partners, 

employees, sub-contractors or agents of PricewaterhouseCoopers Tax 

Services (Pty) Ltd, PricewaterhouseCoopers Inc. or any other PwC 

entity.  
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other in any way. No portion of this document may be reproduced by 
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• Every South African-incorporated company that is, 

as a result of an applicable double taxation 

agreement, not a resident in South Africa.

• Every resident company or other juristic person who, 

during the year of assessment:

– had gross income that exceeded R1 000; or

– had assets or liabilities to the value of R1 000 or 

more;

– derived any capital gain or loss exceeding R1 000 

from a disposal of an asset; or

– had taxable income, taxable turnover, an 

assessed loss or an assessed capital loss.

• Every individual (natural person) who:

– is a resident and carried on any trade (other than 

solely as an employee);

– is not a resident and carried on a trade in South 

Africa (other than solely as an employee);

– was paid or granted certain allowances relating to 

business travel, accommodation or subsistence;

– was granted certain taxable benefits or 

advantages derived by reason of employment or 

the holding of any office and whose gross income 

exceeded R79 000 (if under 65), R122 300 (if 

older than 65 but under 75) or R136 750 (if older 

than 75 years);

– is a resident and had capital gains or losses 

exceeding R40 000;

– is not a resident and derived any capital gain or 

loss from the disposal of any asset to which the 

Eighth Schedule of the Act applies;

– is a resident and held foreign currency or owned 

assets outside of South Africa which had a value 

of more than R225 000 at any stage during the 

year;

– is a resident to whom any income or capital gains 

could be attributed due to fluctuations in the value 

of the South African currency relative to any 

foreign currency;

– is a resident and held any participation rights in a 

controlled foreign company; or

– is issued with a tax return or is requested by 

SARS in writing to file a return (irrespective of 

income).

• Estates of deceased persons which had gross 

income.

• Every non-resident with South African sourced 

interest income if:

– the person is an individual who was present for 

183 days in total in the 12 months before receipt 

or accrual of the interest; or

– the debt from which the interest arises is  

connected to a permanent establishment of the 

person in South Africa.

• Any representative taxpayer of any person listed 

above.

Persons not required to submit returns

A natural person or estate of a deceased person is not 

required to submit a return if their gross income 

consists solely of any one or more of the following:

• Remuneration not exceeding R500 000 from a 

single source with no additional benefits or 

claimable allowances, and employees’ tax has been 

withheld in respect of that remuneration;

• Interest income from South Africa (excluding a tax 

free investment) not exceeding

– R23 800 for a person younger than 65;

– R34 500 person aged between 65 and 75; or

– R23 800 for a deceased person’s estate;

• Dividends where the individual was a non-resident 

throughout the year of assessment; and

• Amounts received or accrued from tax-free 

investments.


