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Transfer Pricing Adjustments in customs 

now have a defined SARS process

The new Rules to Sections 40 and 41A to the Act (“the new Rules”) took effect on 

14 September 2026. The new Rules relate to Transfer Pricing ("TP") Adjustments 

between related companies of multinational enterprises that will have an effect on 

the customs value of goods imported.

The change in rules impacts importers in multinational groups raising or receiving 

interim or year-end TP Adjustments and will have an effect on the customs 

value of goods imported. 

The Act now sets out the required notification, submission, payment and refund 

steps, while the Rules spell out precisely what must be done and which 

documents SARS expects, namely: 

• Notify SARS by letter within one month of the TP Adjustment: by email or 

lodge at a customs office.

• Submit the detailed report and Customs Value Adjustment Calculation 

(“CVAC”) spreadsheet within 30 calendar days following the notification, 

showing the impact on customs value, duties, and VAT for the period.

• The documents and information to be submitted with the detailed report:

‒ Signed financials for the adjustment period

‒ Transfer pricing policy and compensation calculations

‒ Amended invoice, debit or credit note

‒ Supporting agreements and segmented financials, where applicable
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“SARS has enacted new 
Rules to the Customs and 
Excise Act, No 91 of 1964 
(“the Act”), effective from 
14 September 2026, 
to  incorporate Transfer 
Pricing Adjustments into 
the Act. 
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SARS may also require: 

• Additional information to review the TP 

Adjustment submission and assess its impact 

on the customs value; 

• Payment of additional duties and VAT within 14 

days of a CEB01; or

• Vouchers of Correction per bill of entry for 

refunds.

Two catches: 

• Extensions are permitted but undefined with no 

stated grounds or duration, so timelines can be 

compressed; and 

• CVAC acceptance is not indemnity: audit 

findings, fines, and penalties may still apply.

Key takeaways

The Rules were published  on 11 September 2026 

in Government Gazette No. 55355 and is effective 

from 14 September 2026.

The clock is ticking: 

• Notify SARS within one month of a TP 

Adjustment; 

• File the full document pack within 30 days;

• Proactively engage with Trade Statistics to 

obtain the trade data as delays squeeze the 

compliance timeframe further.

Transitional catch: Adjustments notified prior to 14 

September 2026 need urgent review to see how 

they are impacted by the New Rules. Any TP 

Adjustment reported to SARS post 14 September 

2026 will be under the new process.

The window is narrow. Contact us to assess your 

exposure and compliance obligations.
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